
 

1 

102,550

86,446

83,866

50,565

20,001

Hagadera

Dagahaley

Ifo

Ifo 2

Kambioos

DADAAB REFUGEE CAMPS, KENYA 

UNHCR BI-WEEKLY UPDATE 
16 - 31 October 2015 

UPDATES                                                                                                      
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Voluntary Repatriation 

 During the first half of October, 118 returnees were assisted to return by flight to Mogadishu. In 
total 5,444 Somali refugees returned home since 8th December 2014, when UNHCR started 
supporting voluntary return of Somali refugees in Kenya. 3,874 retuned by road and 1,411 by 
flight. 

During the reporting period, 582 individuals have visited the integrated return help desks to 
register their intention for return or make enquiries about the process. The integrated return 
help desks are managed by UNHCR, the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) and Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC). 

Voluntary repatriation by road remains temporary suspended due to poor road conditions inside 
Somalia. However plans are underway in order to airlift refugees intending to return to Kismayu 
and Baidoa during the rainy season when roads are impassable. 

 With the support of DRA, UNHCR is reviewing the list of active 4,600 refugees who have 
previously declared their intention to return to Somalia and are not forthcoming to access or 
receive the return support package. The process intends to reconfirm and re-establish the 
intentions of this category of refugees and is expected to help in understanding the exact figures 
of refugees who are ready to return to Somalia. 

 

Population as of 31 October 2015:   346,428 

                                

 
                               Refugees:  343,276 
                               Asylum seekers:  3,152 
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Somali refugee children gathered for a photo before boarding a plane that took them back to Mogadishu, Somalia. 
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 Protection  

Registration 

 UNHCR resumed continuous registration activities across all camps after the successful completion of mass SIM card 
equipping exercise for WFP new Food Voucher project. During the reporting period, a total of 105 new born babies 
were registered, 20 of whom were assigned in-situ (birth) status. In addition, 32 new arrival / unregistered refugees 
were registered in UNHCR database after presenting DRA Referral slips.   

 WFP handed over 4,602 SIM cards to UNHCR to be used in equipping households that were not covered during the 
mass SIM card equipping exercise. Subsequently, a total of 237 SIM cards were issued across all the camps from 26th 
to 30th October. 

Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) 

 During the reporting period, four case conferences were held in the five Dadaab camps. UNHCR in collaboration 
with various key partners in SGBV interventions comprising of Save the Children, Handicap International, CARE 
International, International Rescue Committee (IRC), DRC and Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) deliberated on 56 
SGBV cases. Appropriate interventions were agreed upon.  

 Key SGBV agencies have been engaging the community through meetings and sensitisation campaigns in 
preparation for the 16 Days of Activism. This year theme focuses on Enhancing Safe Education for Children. 

 A women forum was held in Hagadera which was attended by more than 30 women leaders from all the sections of 
Hagadera camp. The forum discussed the role of women group leaders on community mobilization, the contribution 
of women groups on safe motherhood practices, the role of women leaders on girl child education and SGBV, as 
well as feedback on the challenges faced by women and girls in the camp. The women leaders agreed to raise 
awareness on SGBV, early marriages, delivery at hospital and advocate against harmful traditional practice in the 
community affecting girls’ enrolment in schools. The forum was also attended by partners working in the camp. 

Child Protection 

 During the reporting period, the County Civil Registrar issued 758 home birth notifications in Hagadera, Ifo and 
Kambioos camps.   

 From 22nd to 23rd October, Save the Children 
International conducted a training for UNHCR and DRA 
Registration staff on Child Protection focusing on 
different categories of children, child-friendly 
interviewing techniques, documentation and 
information sharing. 

 Two Dadaab Inter-Agency Best Interests Determination 
(BID) Panel meetings were held on 21st and 28th October.  
26 cases involving care arrangements, consideration for 
durable solutions and interventions for children facing 
serious protection risks were deliberated upon and 
recommendations made. Handicap International, 
Refugee Consortium of Kenya (RCK), Save the Children, 
DRC, CARE International and UNHCR Protection Unit 
attended these sessions. 

 Arrest, Detention and Freedom of Movement 

 During the second half of October, 184 refugees and asylum seekers comprising of seven female and 174 male were 
detained. While 74 individuals of those in custody were awaiting their cases to be concluded in court, 110 
individuals were servicing their prison term having been convicted for various offences. UNHCR visited the main 
detention centre in Garissa County to monitor the legal aid counselling sessions offered by RCK to refugees and 
asylum seekers.  

Refugee children from Dadaab camps. 
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Individual Case Management 

 During the reporting period, 309 refugees and asylum seekers from the five Dadaab camps benefited from 
protection counselling. The services provided included Resettlement and RSD inquiries, family reunification, 
requests for relocation to Kakuma, physical safety and legal support for SGBV and child protection and camp 
transfers. The cases were assessed, interventions made and/or referred for appropriate assistance. 

 Education 

 In Hagadera camp, community mobilization is on-going on 
enrolment of children who are not going to school in all 
the blocks in the camp. Nearly 30 Somali Bantu children 
were enrolled in Alternative Learning Program (ALP) 
managed by NRC. 

 

 Health 

 Kenya Red Cross in collaboration with the County 
Reproductive Health team facilitated invitation of a 
religious leader (Sheikh) from Garissa during the period. 
The Sheikh conducted training on child spacing and 
addressed reproductive health myths and misconception 
vis-à-vis religious teaching. The training targeted religious 
leaders in the camps, health committees, Community 
Health Workers and safe motherhood promoters and is aimed at improving health seeking behaviour and uptake of 
essential reproductive health services. 

 

   Food Security and Nutrition 

 During the reporting period, WFP announced to have secured additional funding from the Government of Germany. 
The funding will be used to address issues of the families affected by the food reduction previously adopted in the 
refugee camps. According to UNHCR-WFP Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) findings, family sizes 1, 2 and 3 are 
disproportionately impacted by ration cuts due to the high cost of food preparation among other factors, hence set 
to benefit from the differentiated assistance. WFP further announced that there will be one distribution cycle per 
month staring November 2015 and all stakeholders had been informed. It’s worth mentioning that, this is not the 
preferred option of refugees who have been stressing for two distribution cycles. 

 WFP also reported that the launch of Food Voucher had been postponed to December 2015 due to delays in trader 
selection process, hence beneficiaries will receive 100% of in-kind food in November 2015 food distribution cycle. 

 

  Water and Sanitation 

 During the second half of October, the water supply in all five camps was reported to be normal. The daily water 
production from 29 operation boreholes supplied water to a refugee population of 346,428 in the five Dadaab 
camps with an average daily per capita water allocation of 24.8 liters.  

 WASH Monthly coordination meeting for Dadaab camps was held on 26th October at UNHCR Dadaab Main Office. 
The meeting was attended by all WASH Partners. Key high lights being consolidation of WASH services with 
reduction in refugee population in 2016, partners to ensure all angles of solar panels are adjusted to 15° and below 
as per designs. 
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  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 UNHCR partner, Lutheran World Federation (LWF) officially 
opened a girl friendly space at Furaha primary school in 
Kambioos camp on 29th October in colourful ceremony. The 
initiative will allow school girls to freely play volley ball, 
basketball and other games and will help in including girls in 
sporting activities. A total of 3,749 girls from three schools in 
the camp will have access to the centre. 

 A meeting was held with refugees from small nationalities in 
Kambioos on 23rd October. The discussion focussed on 
addressing various issues among these communities and 
bringing peace and harmony to the camp. 

 Community mobilization was conducted in the camps using 
various community structures and preparation meetings were 
conducted with the host community and refugee leaders for 
the anticipated El Nino rains. 

Livelihood  

 Validation of the Dadaab Market Assessment report was undertaken on the 16th October. The event, attended by 
the livelihood working group members and representatives from other sectors, provided an opportunity for 
livelihood stakeholders to provide feedback following the two month long exercise. The findings of the market 
assessment reveal of the promising market value chains in Dadaab and its environs and marketable labour 
opportunities in Somalia. The results will promote market based livelihoods programming in 2016 and beyond.  

 UNHCR, through DRC, distributed start up kits support worth Kshs. 750,000, to ten groups (two groups per camp) 
comprising of a total 100 individuals (70 male and 30 female), with each group receiving Kshs. 75,000 worth of 
items. The in kind support has enabled the skilled entrepreneurial groups to establish business ventures within the 
camp. UNHCR and DRC will maintain continued follow-up with the group to measure outcome of the support to the 
groups. 

 The Refugee Education Trust (RET), in collaboration with impact outsourcing company Cloud Factory, opened a new 
digital delivery youth centre in Dagahaley camp. The centre has consequently provided work opportunities to a 
further 20 refugee youths, hence increasing the total number of refugee youths in the camp engaged in the online 
work to 60. Separately, an additional ICT centre with internet installation in Dagahaley camp was unveiled by DRC. 

 52 refugees enrolled for skills training by DRC, through the support of UNHCR, completed their National Industrial 
Training Authority (NITA) grades 1 and 2 examinations during the reporting period. Given the wide recognition of 
NITA certification, completion of NITA curriculum and consequent certification by NITA, enables equal chance for 
employment of refugees’ graduates; including in the return areas of Somalia. 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the second half of October, a total of ten cases comprising of 61 individuals underwent resettlement case 
composition interviews. Six cases comprising of 24 individuals were interviewed for resettlement processing and 
possible onward submission to resettlement countries. 

12 cases comprising of 54 individuals were submitted to UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi for onward resettlement to 
USA. Additionally 30 new-born babies were added on to cases already submitted for resettlement to USA and 
Australia. A total of 85 individuals departed Dadaab for onward resettlement to USA and UK. 

Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
 

  

   

  

 

Girl friendly space newly opened in Kambioos camp. 
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